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Tom Betlach 

Director, AHCCCS 

801 E. J efferson Street, M D 4100 

Phoenix, AZ 85034 



Dear Director Betlach: 

On May 5, 2010, you provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescribers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescribed to Medicaid patients, it is 
theAmerican peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Arizona, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of Medicaid abuse in your state. While I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top three prescri bers of Oxycodone in Arizona account for 4087 
prescriptions— more than the remainder of the top ten list combined. Similarly, the top 



prescriberfor OxyContin (the same top prexcriber as Oxycodone), prescribed nearly 
tri pie the amount as the second prescri ber and fourteen ti mes the number ten 
prescriber. These outliers are consistent with several of the antipsychotic drugs as 
wel I— with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of prescri pti ons as 
the other prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 

L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 
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Arkansas Department of H uman Services 
P.O. Box 1437, Slot S-401 
Little Rock, AR 72203-1437 



Dear Interim Director Strickland: 

On M ay 4, 2010, the Arkansas Department of H uman Services provided my office 
with data regarding the top ten prescri bers of several pain management and mental 
health drugs in your state. These types of drugs have addictive properties, and the 
potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and patients is extremely high. M ental 
health drugs continue to be prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics 
are turning into a hotbed for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed 
to Medicaid patients, it isthe American people who pay the price for over-prescription, 
abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Arkansas, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of Medicaid abuse in your state. While I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top two prescri bers of Roxicodoneand it's generic equivalents 
i n 2009 wrote 892 prescri pti ons for the drug— nearly as much as the remai nder of the 



top ten list combined. Similarly, the top prescri ber for OxyConti n prescribed five times 
the amount as prescri bers as the bottom of the I i st. These outl i ers are consi stent with 
several of the anti psychotic drugs as wel I— with the top prescri bers writi ng double or 
tri pi e the number of prescri pti ons as the other prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the fol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remai n 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. PI ease provide the 20 10 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD SLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 



IRmtcd States Senate 



COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 



WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 



Bruce A. Cohen, Chief Counsel and Staff Director 
Kolan L. Davis, Republican Chief Counsel and Staff Director 



J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 
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Chief, Pharmacy Benefits Division 
Department of H ealth Care Services, M S 4604 
P.O. Box 997413 
Sacramento, CA 95899-7417 

Dear Ms. Williams: 

On May 20, 2010, the California Department of Health Care Services provided 
my office with data regarding the top ten prescri bers of several pain management and 
mental health drugs in your state. These types of drugs have addictive properties, and 
the potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental 
health drugs continue to be prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics 
are turning into a hotbed for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed 
to Medicaid patients, it isthe American people who pay the price for over-prescription, 
abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in California, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns you 
highlight about the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the 
numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example, two doctors who practice together in the same clinic and have the 
same surname, wrote a combi ned 2,312 prescri pti ons for Zyprexa i n 2009 at a cost of 



$879,286 to M edi-Cal . Thi s i s more than double the next prescri ber and five ti mes the 
amount prescribed by the tenth most prolific prescri ber. Zyprexa is abused in 
conjunction with opioids in order to intensify and extend their effect. One of these same 
psychiatrists also wrote an astonishing 1,594 prescriptions for Seroquel— a drug that is 
being abused at alarming rates across the country— and another 822 prescriptions for 
Ability. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stopping fraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, please provide answers to the foil owing questions: 

I What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. HaveanyoftheprescribersidentifiedtothisCommitteebeen referredto 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up i n your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescri pti on writi ng? I f not, why not? 

8. Haveyou received anytrainingor guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control led- substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

II Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Utilization Review or CMS- base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 



I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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Denver, CO 80203- IS IS 

Dear Deputy Director Barry: 

On May 2, 2010, your office provided my staff with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescribers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescribed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the Ameri can peopl e who pay the pri ce for over-prescri pti on, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs i n your state, I have concerns about the oversi ght and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of OxyContin wrote 547 prescriptions for the 
drug in 2009— more than five times the amount of the tenth provider on the list. This 
doctor also leads in prescription of Roxicodonewith more than triple the tenth 



prescri ber on the I i st. These outliers are consistent with several of the antipsychotic 
drugs as wel I— with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of 
prescri pti ons as the other prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 

L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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Roderick L. Bremby 

Commissioner, Department of Social Services 
25 Si gourney Street 
Hartford, CT 06106-5033 

Dear Commissioner Bremby: 

On April 28, 2010, your office provided my staff with data regarding the top ten 
prescri bers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American people who pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs, I have concerns about the oversight and enforcement of 
Medicaid abusein your state. Whilel am sensitiveto concerns about the potential for 
misi nterpretati on of the data you provi ded, the numbers themselves are quite shocki ng. 

For example, the top prescri ber of OxyContin and Roxicodone wrote 3117 
prescriptions for the drugs in 2009— nearly triple the second most prolific prescri ber on 
the list for each drug. These outliers are consistent with several of the antipsychotic 
drugs as wel I— with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of 
prescri pti ons as the other prescri bers on the I i st. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee on April 28, 2010? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee on April 
28, 2010, remain eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescribers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug U ti I i zati on Revi ew or CM S- base retrospecti ve revi ews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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Director, Division of Medicaid and Medical Assistance 
P.O. Box 906 
Newcastle, DE 19720 

Dear Director Mahaney: 

On May 5, 2010, your office provided my staff with data regarding the top ten 
prescri bers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American people who pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs, I have concerns about the oversight and enforcement of 
Medicaid abuse in your state. While I am sensitive to concerns about the potential for 
misi nterpretati on of the data you provi ded, the numbers themselves are quite shocki ng. 

For exampl e, the top prescri ber of Oxycodone wrote a 2332 prescri pti ons for the 
drug in 2009— five times the amount prescribed by any of the providers who placed six 
through ten on the list. This same prescri ber wrote another 2082 prescri pti ons for 
Xanax i n the same year. These outl i ers are consi stent with several of the anti psychoti c 



drugs as wel I— with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of 
prescr i pti ons as the other prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board ortheNational Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 
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Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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Tallahassee, FL 32399-1701 

Dear Secretary Farmer, 

Your office provided my staff with data regardi ng the top ten prescri bers of 
several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These types of drugs 
have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and 
patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be prescribed at astounding 
rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed for black market 
painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is the American 
people who pay the price for over- prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs, I have concerns about the oversight and enforcement of 
Medicaid abusein your state. Whilel am sensitiveto concerns about the potential for 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For exampl e, the top prescri ber of Abi I ify wrote 4080 prescri pti ons for the drug 
in 2009 to 788 unique recipients— more than double the amount prescribed the second 
most prolific prescri ber on the list. This accounted for $2,120,982.21 billed to the 
Medicaid system just for Abi I ify and thissingleprescriber. Another individual wrote an 
outrageous 7509 prescri pti ons for Xanax to 1215 unique recipients, 1238 prescriptions 
of Zyprexato 236 unique recipients, and 3305 prescriptions of Seroquel to 654 unique 



recipients. Each of these is more than doubleand in some cases triple the amount 
provided bythe second provider on the list. In all, this single provider accounted for 
$2,685,004.47 in Medicaid- billed prescriptions. TheAbilify prescriber accounted for 
another $2,120,982.21 These outliers are consistent with the other drugs as well— with 
the top prescri bers wri ti ng doubl e or tri pi e the number of prescri pti ons as the other 
prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the fol I owi ng questi ons: 

L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligible to bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. PI ease provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Isthereany system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n place to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advancefor your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 



I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 
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David A. Cook 

Commissioner, Department of Community Health 
Two Peachtree Street, NW, 40th Floor 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Dear Commissioner Cook, 

Your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten prescri bers of 
several pai n management and mental health drugs i n your state. These types of drugs 
have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and 
patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be prescribed at astounding 
rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed for black market 
painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is the American 
people who pay the price for over- prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in your state, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misi nterpretati on of the data you provi ded, the numbers themselves are quite shocki ng. 

For example in 2009, the top prescri ber of OxyConti n prescribed more than 
triple the second provider on the list and more than six times the tenth prescri ber. 
These outl iers are consistent with several of the antipsychotic drugs as wel I— with the 
top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of prescri ptions as the other 
prescri bers on the I ist. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee, remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug U ti I i zati on Revi ew or CM S- base retrospecti ve revi ews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 
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Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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Loretta J . Fuddy 
Di rector, Department of H ealth 
1250 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Director Fuddy, 

Your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten prescri bers of 
several pai n management and mental health drugs i n your state. These types of drugs 
have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and 
patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be prescribed at astounding 
rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed for black market 
painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is the American 
people who pay the price for over- prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in your state, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misi nterpretati on of the data you provi ded, the numbers themselves are quite shocki ng. 

For example, the top prescri ber of OxyConti n prescribed nearly doublethe 
amount prescribed by the second provider on the list and morethan four times the tenth 
prescri ber. These outliers are consistent with several of the antipsychotic drugs as 
wel I— with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of prescri pti ons as 
the other prescri bers on the I i st. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee, remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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Dick Armstrong 

Director, Department of Health and Welfare 
450 West State Street 
Boise, ID 83702 

Dear Director Armstrong: 

Your offi ce provi ded my staff with data regardi ng the top ten prescri bers of 
several pai n management and mental health drugs i n your state. These types of drugs 
have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and 
patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be prescribed at astounding 
rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed for black market 
painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is the American 
people who pay the price for over- prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in your state, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of OxyConti n wrote nearly double the amount of 
prescriptions as the next provider in the top ten, and more than eight times another 
prescri ber in the top ten. These outliers are consistent with several of the antipsychotic 
drugs as wel I— with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of 
prescri pti ons as the other prescri bers on the I i st. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescribers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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Theresa Eagleson 

Administrator, Division of Medical Programs 

1 1 1 i noi s Department of H eathcare and Fami ly Servi ces 

201 South Grand Avenue East 

Springfield, I L 62763-0002 

Dear Administrator Eagleson: 

Your state provided my staff with data regardi ng the top ten prescri bers of several 
pai n management and mental health drugs i n your state. These types of drugs have 
addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and patients is 
extremely hi gh. M ental health drugs conti nue to be prescri bed at astoundi ng rates and 
pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed for black market painkillers. When 
these drugs are prescribed to Medicaid patients, it is the American peoplewho pay the 
price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in your state, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of Xanax wrote 4,987 prescriptions for the drug 
in 2009. Between, Xanax, Abilify, Zyprexa, Seroquel, and Geodon, this individual wrote 



10,675 prescriptions for antipsychotic drugs, accounting for $2,321,199 paid by 
Medicaid. This constitutes 41 prescriptions each weekday. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 

L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 
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Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 



IRmtcd States Senate 



COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 



WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 



Bruce A. Cohen, Chief Counsel and Staff Director 
Kolan L. Davis, Republican Chief Counsel and Staff Director 



J anuary 23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



J ennifer Vermeer 
Medicaid Director 
1305 Walnut Street 
Des Moines, I A 50319 

Dear Di rector Vermeer, 

I n 2009, the Department of H uman Services provided my staff with data 
regarding the top ten prescri bers of several pain management and mental health drugs 
in I owa. These types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and 
abuse by prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs i n I owa, I have concerns about the oversight and enforcement 
of Medicaid abuse in Iowa. While I am sensitive to concerns about the potential for 
misi nterpretati on of the data you provi ded, the numbers themselves are quite shocki ng. 

For example, the top prescri ber of Risperdal wrote 1,358 prescriptions for the 
drug in 2009 for a total of 381 unique members. The next top prescri ber wrote 
prescri pti ons for on ly 196 unique members. This outl i er i s consi stent with many of the 
requested drugs— with the top prescri bers writing double or triples the number of 
prescri pti ons as the other prescri bers on the I i st. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
Iowa's medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescri pti on writi ng? I f not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does I owa mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control led-substances? I f so, 
what entities have access to it? 

10. Does I owa have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug U ti I i zati on Revi ew or CM S- base retrospecti ve revi ews? 

12. Does I owa have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 
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Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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Barbara E. Langner, PhD 
Medicaid Director 
Kansas Health Pol icy Authority 
Rm. 900-N, Landon Building 
900 SWJ ackson Street 
Topeka, KS 66612-1220 

Dear Director Langner: 

Your state provided my staff with data regardi ng the top ten prescri bers of several 
pai n management and mental health drugs i n your state. These types of drugs have 
addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and patients is 
extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be prescri bed at astounding rates and 
pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed for black market painkillers. When 
these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is the American peoplewho pay the 
price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs i n your state, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of Seroquel wrote 1,398 prescri ptions for the 
drug in 2009, morethan doublethe second top prescri ber on the list. Thisoutlier is 



consistent with all of the requested drugs— with the top prescribers writing double or 
tri pies the number of prescri pti ons as the other prescri bers on the I ist. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 

L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 
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RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
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StefanieNadeau 

Di rector, Offi ce of M ai neCare Servi ces 

211 State Street 

Augusta, Maine 04333-0011 

Dear Director Nadeau, 

On M ay 5, 2010, your office provided my staff with data regardi ng the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs i n your state, I have concerns about the oversi ght and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. While I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of OxyContin wrote 1867 prescriptions in 2009, 
nearly double the number of prescriptions than the second top prescri ber. This same 
provider also wrote 1723 prescriptions for Roxicodone, nearly three times the number 
two top prescriber. Thisoutlier is consistent with several of the antipsychotic drugs— 



with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of prescri pti ons as the other 
prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 

L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
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AthosAlexandrou 

Director, Maryland Medicaid Pharmacy Program 
201 West Preston Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

Dear Director Alexandrou, 

On M ay 5, 2010, your office provided my staff with data regardi ng the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
theAmerican peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs i n your state, I have concerns about the oversi ght and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. While I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of both OxyContin and Roxicodone wrote more 
than double the number of prescriptions in 2009 than the second top prescri ber for 
each drug. Thisoutlier is consistent with several of the antipsychotic drugs— with the 



top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the number of prescri ptions as the other 
prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board ortheNational Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD SLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 
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VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Dr.J ulianj . Harris, M.D. 
Medicaid Director 
OneAshburton Place 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Director Harris, 

On M ay 7, 2010, your office provided my staff with data regardi ng the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescribers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescribed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs i n your state, I have concerns about the oversi ght and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of Oxycodone wrote more than triple the number 
of prescriptions in 2009 than many of the other prescri bers on the top ten list. This 
outl i er i s consi stent with several of the anti psychotic drugs— with the top prescri bers 
wr i ti ng doubl e or tri pi e the number of prescri pti ons as the other prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the fol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
pri or authori zati on, therapeuti c dupl i cati on, or earl y ref i 1 1 ? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Utilization Review or CMS- base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciatea response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225 



Sincerely, 




Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 



PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
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SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD SLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 
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VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Stephen Fitton 

Director, Medical Services Administration 
Department of Community H ealth 
Capitol Commons 
400 South Pine 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 

Dear Director Fitton, 

On J une4, 2010, your office provided my staff with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
theAmerican peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in your state, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of Medicaid abuse in your state. While I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of Seroquel wrote nearly triple the number of 
prescriptions in 2009 than the second top prescri ber. This outlier is consistent with 



several of the anti psychotic drugs— with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the 
number of prescriptions as the other prescri bers on the list. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



I What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. HaveanyoftheprescribersidentifiedtothisCommitteebeen referredto 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up i n your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescri pti on writi ng? I f not, why not? 

8. Haveyou received anytrainingor guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control led- substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

II Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Utilization Review or CMS- base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 
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CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD SLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 
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VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



David Godfrey 
Medicaid Director 

M i nnesota Department of H uman Services 
P.O. Box 64998 
St. Paul, MN 55164 

Dear Director Godfrey 

Your offi ce provi ded my staff with data regardi ng the top ten prescri bers of 
several pai n management and mental health drugs i n your state. These types of drugs 
have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by prescri bers and 
patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be prescribed at astounding 
rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed for black market 
painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is the American 
people who pay the price for over- prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in your state, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top prescri ber of OxyConti n in 2009 wrote morethan double 
the number of prescri ptions for the drug than the second top prescri ber. Si mi larly, the 
top prescri ber of Roxicodone wrote more than double the prescri ptions than the next 



top prescriber on thelist. These outliers are consistent with several of the antipsychotic 
drugs— with the top prescri bers wri ti ng doubl e or tri pi e the number of prescri pti ons as 
the other prescri bers on the I i st. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 

L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 
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VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Brian Kinkade 
Acting Director 

Missouri Department of Social Services 
221 West High Street 
J efferson City, MO 65102 

On May 20, 2010, your office provided my staff with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
theAmerican peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in your state, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to concerns about 
the potential for misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves 
are quite shocking. 

For example, the top two prescri bers of OxyContin in 2009 wrote nearly as many 
prescri pti ons as the remai nder of the top ten I i st combi ned. Another prescri ber wrote 
morethan 6500 total prescri pti ons for antipsychotics. These outliers are consistent 
with several of the antipsychotic drugs— with the top prescri bers writing double or triple 
the number of prescri ptions as the other prescri bers on the I i st. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the fol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remai n 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. PI ease provide the 20 10 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 



IRmtcd States Senate 



COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 



WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 



Bruce A. Cohen, Chief Counsel and Staff Director 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Charles Duarte 
Administrator 

Division of Health Care Financing and Policy 
U00 E.William Street, Suite 101 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 

Dear Mr. Duarte: 

On May 27, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Nevada, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of Medicaid abuse in your state. Whilel am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example i n 2009, the records for three prescri bers i llustrate my concerns. 
Prescri ber 1376764779 wrote 752 scripts for Xanax, 594 for Roxicodone, and 78 for 
OxyContin. Prescri ber 1801092002 wrote 524 scripts for Xanax, 380 for Geodon, 317 
for Seroquel, and 1312 for Abilify. Prescri ber 1235189705 wrote 512 scripts for Geodon, 
841for Zyprexa, 581for Seroquel, 480 for Abilify, and 1282 for Risperdal, which was 
553 more than the second highest prescri ber for the drug. I n almost all instances, one of 



these prescri bers was always the top prescri ber or i n the top three for al I of the I i steal 
drugs. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remai n 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. PI ease provide the 20 10 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Donna Frescatore 

Deputy Commissioner 

Office of H ealth I nsu ranee Programs 

New York Department of H ealth 

Corning Tower 

The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12237 

Dear Ms. Frescatore: 

OnJ uly 30, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescri bers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescribers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the Ameri can peopl e who pay the pri ce for over- prescri pti on, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in New York, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For exampl e i n 2009, the number one prescri ber of OxyConti n wrote 2,522 
scripts- more than three times the amount of the second highest prescri ber. Likewise, 
the top prescri ber of Xanax wrote 2,825 scri pts, al most a thousand more than the 
second highest, whilethetop prescri ber of Zyprexi a wrote 1,970 scripts, which 
amounted to 1,227 more than the second leading prescri ber. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the fol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remai n 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. PI ease provide the 20 10 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Isthereany system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Doesyour state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Doesyour state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Craigan L. Gray 
Director 

Division of Medical Assistance 
1985 U instead Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 

Dear Director Gray: 

On May 13, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescri bers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the Ameri can peopl e who pay the pri ce for over- prescri pti on, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in North Carolina, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example in 2009, the number one prescri ber of Geodon wrote 251 scri pts, 
while the second highest prescri ber wrote 152. For Resperdal, the highest prescri ber 
wrote 852 scri pts and the second highest wrote 575. The highest prescri ber for Xanax 
wrote 2036 scripts, which was 505 more than the second highest prescri ber. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. Have any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescribers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Tracy J . Plouck 

Ohio Medicaid Director 

Department of J ob and Family Services 

30 East Broad Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Dear Ms. Plouck: 

On August 13, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescri bers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Ohio, I have concerns about the oversight and enforcement 
of Medicaid abuse in your state. Whilel am sensiti veto the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example in 2009, the top prescri ber of Abilify wrote 13,825 scripts— that is 
nearly 54 prescriptions per weekday. Likewise, the top prescri ber of Seroquel wrote 
18,890 scripts— which is nearly 73 prescriptions per weekday or 9 prescriptions per 
hour. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescribers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD SLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Lynn V. Mitchell 
State M ed i cai d D i rector 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
4545 N. Lincoln Blvd, Suite 124 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Dear Dr. Mitchell: 

On May 5, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescribers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescribed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the Ameri can peopl e who pay the pri ce for over-prescri pti on, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Oklahoma, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example in 2009, prescri ber 1225065006 wrote 2,093 scripts for Abi I ify — 
which is more than doublethe amount that the second highest prescri ber wrote. 
Li kewi se, prescri ber 1336222504 wrote 748 scri pts for Zyprexa— a 470 scri pt i ncrease 
over the number two prescri ber. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. HaveanyoftheprescribersidentifiedtothisCommitteebeen referredto 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescri pti on writi ng? I f not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 
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CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
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AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD SLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 
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VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Thomas A. Burns 
Director Pharmacy Programs 
Oregon Health Authority 
500 Summer Street NE E20 
Salem, OR 97301 



Dear Mr. Burns: 

On M ay 4, 20 10, your state provi deal my offi ce with data regardi ng the top ten 
prescri bers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American people who pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Oregon, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of Medicaid abuse in your state. While I am sensitive to the concerns of 
mi si nterpretati on of the data you provi ded, the numbers themsel ves are quite shocki ng. 

For examplein 2009, prescri ber 1104968197 wrote 1104 scripts for Abilify at a 
cost to M edicaid of $457,335. The second highest prescri ber wrote 586 scri pts for a 
Medicaid cost of $253,591 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescribers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. HaveanyoftheprescribersidentifiedtothisCommitteebeen referredto 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up i n your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescri pti on writi ng? I f not, why not? 

8. Haveyou received anytrainingor guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control led- substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug U ti I i zati on Revi ew or CM S- base retrospecti ve revi ews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Michael Nardone 
Deputy Secretary 
Department of Public Welfare 
Office of M edical Assistance Programs 
P.O. Box 2675 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-2675 
Dear Mr. Nardone: 

On May 7, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescribers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescribed to Medicaid patients, it is 
theAmerican peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugsin Pennsylvania, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For exampl e i n 2009, prescri ber A wrote 389 scri pts for OxyConti n at a cost to 
Medicaid of $230,513.62. The second highest prescri ber wrote 192 scri pts for a 
Medicaid cost of $69,899.53. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the fol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. PI ease provide the 20 10 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n place to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Paula Avar ista 
Chief of Pharmacy 
Rhode Island Medicaid 
Hazard Building #74, Room 214 
74 West Road 

Cranston, Rhode Island 02920 
Dear Ms. Avar ista: 

On M ay 4, 20 10, your state provi ded my offi ce with data regardi ng the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescribers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescribed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Rhode I si and, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. While I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example in 2009, prescri ber 1427089283 wrote 599 scripts for Xanax— twice 
the amount of the second top prescri ber. Likewise, prescribes number 1114939170 
wrote 329 scri pts for Zyprexa, nearl y twi ce as much as prescri ber two. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescribers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n place to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary 23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Anthony E. Keck 
Director 

South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
P.O. Box 8206 
Columbia, SC 29202-8206 



Dear Mr. Keck: 

I n M ay 2010, your state provided my office with data regardi ng the top ten 
prescri bers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American people who pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in South Carolina, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of Medicaid abuse in your state. Whilel am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example, prescri ber number 1720019607 wrote 494 scripts for Roxicodone in 
2009, whi I e the second hi ghest prescri ber wrote 197 prescri pti ons. The maj ori ty of the 
top ten prescri bers for this drug wrote under a hundred scripts. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the fol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remai n 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. PI ease provide the 20 10 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
D rug U ti I i zati on Revi ew or CM S- base retrospecti ve revi ews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n place to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD SLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Darin J . Gordon 
Director 

Bureau of Tenncare 

310 Great Circle Road 

N ashvi 1 1 e, Tennessee 37243 

Dear Mr. Gordon: 

On May 25, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescri bed at astoundi ng rates and pai n management cl i ni cs are turni ng i nto a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Tennessee, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edi cai d abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example, the top two medical prescribers of Abilify in 2009 wrote nearly one 
third of the 6,665 scripts written by the top ten prescribers. Likewise, the top two 
prescri bers of Roxi codone wrote over a thi rd of the 5,612 scri pts written by the top ten 
prescribers. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



I What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee on remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescribers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

II Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
respondingto this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February 13, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 




Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 



PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Thomas M . Suehs 

Executive Commi ssi oner 

Texas Health and Human Services Commission 

4900 North Lamar 

Austin, Texas 78751 

Dear M r. Suehs: 

On April 29, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
theAmerican peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs i n Texas, I have concerns about the oversi ght and enforcement 
of Medicaid abuse in your state. Whilel am sensiti veto the concerns of 
mi si nterpretati on of the data you provi ded, the numbers themsel ves are quite shocki ng. 

For example, prescri ber F3588 was consistently in the top three prescri bers for 
nearly al I of the prescri pti on drugs. I n fact, thi s prescri ber wrote f i ve ti mes as many 
prescriptions for Xanax than the second leading prescri ber and for Seroquel wrote more 
than a 1000 scripts more than the second leaded prescri ber. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stopping fraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, please provide answers to the foil owing questions: 



I What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

II Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 




Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 



PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 
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RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Susan Besio 
Director 

Offi ce of Vermont H ealth Access 
312 Hurrican Lane 
Suite 201 

Williston,VT 05495 
Dear Dr. Besio: 

On M ay 7, 2010, your state provi deal my offi ce with data regardi ng the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Vermont, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For exampl e, the top prescri ber of Xanax prescri bed more than tri pi e the amount 
of thedrugthan the second most prolific prescri ber. Thisoutlier is consistent with 
several of the other drugs as wel I , with the top prescri bers writi ng double or tri pie the 
amount prescribed by the other top providers. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the fol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
pri or authori zati on, therapeuti c dupl i cati on, or earl y ref i 1 1 ? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Utilization Review or CMS- base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February 1 2012. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact Erika Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 




Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 



PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD SLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 
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J anuary23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



Cindi J ones 
Acting Director 

Department of Medical Assistance Services 
600 E. Broad Street 

Suite BOO 

Richmond, Virginia 23219 
Dear Ms. J ones: 

On May4, 2010, your state provided my office with data regarding the top ten 
prescribers of several pain management and mental health drugs in your state. These 
types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescribed at astounding rates and pain management clinics are turning into a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensi ve revi ew of prescri bi ng habits of the seri al prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Virginia, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. Whi le I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example, in 2008 and 2009, prescri ber number 1932162716, wrote nearly 
twice as many prescriptions than the second highest prescri ber for Abilify. For thedrug 



Seroquel, this same provider wrote 577 more prescriptions in 2008 and 268 more 
prescri pti ons i n 2009 than the second most prescri ber. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescri pti on of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remai n 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 



HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN 
DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 

JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 

LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 

JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 

MICHAELS. LEE, UTAH 

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA 
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J anuary 23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



J ohn McCarthy 
Deputy Director 

Department of Health Care Finance 
899 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 6037 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Mr. M cCarthy: 

On May 5, 2010, the Department of Health Care Finance provided my office with 
data regarding the top ten prescribers of several pain management and mental health 
drugs in your state. These types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for 
fraud and abuse by prescribers and patients is extremely high. M ental health drugs 
conti nue to be prescri bed at astoundi ng rates and pai n management cl i ni cs are turni ng 
into a hotbed for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid 
patients, it is the American peoplewho pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and 
fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Washington, DC, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of Medicaid abuse in the District of Columbia. While I am sensitive to the 
concerns of misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are 
quite shocking. 

For example, three medical providers wrote a combined 403 prescriptions for 
Abi I ify i n Calendar year 2008 at a cost of $215,583.43 to M edicaid. This accounts for 
more than 44 percent of the total amount prescribed in the District by the ten most 



prolific prescri bers of Abilify. One of these providers followed up in calendar year 2009 
by leadi ng i n prescri bi ng Abi I ify, Geodon, Seroquel , and Zyprexa with a cost to 
Medicaid of $268, 422.96, $81 203.75, $192, 570.94, and $181 498.77, respectively. 
This provider's number of prescriptions for Abilify rose from 77 to 495 from 2008 to 
2009. 

It is my intention to ensure that each of the states, along with the District of 
Columbia, is adequately monitoring, investigating, and stopping fraud and over- 
prescription of these types of drugs. Therefore, pi ease provide answers to the foil owing 
questions: 

L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescri bers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. PI ease provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to the 
District medical board? 

7. I s there any system set up in the District to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does the District maintain a database of all prescribed control I ed- 
substances? I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does the District have any point-of-sale restrictions related to maximum 
units, prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why 
not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does the District have any programs in pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 



Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 
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DIANNE FE1NSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
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SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, RHODE ISLAND 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, MINNESOTA 
AL FRANKEN, MINNESOTA 
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, DELAWARE 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL. CONNECTICUT 



CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA 

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

JON KYL, ARIZONA 
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JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS 
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IRmtcd States Senate 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 



Bruce A. Cohen, Chief Counsel and Staff Director 
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J anuary 23, 2012 



VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Teri Green 

State M edicaid Agent 

Division of Healthcare Financing 
6101YellowstoneRoad, Suite 210 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 

Dear Ms. Green: 

The Wyoming Department of Health provided my office with data regarding the 
top ten prescri bers of several pai n management and mental health drugs i n your state. 
These types of drugs have addictive properties, and the potential for fraud and abuse by 
prescri bers and patients is extremely high. Mental health drugs continue to be 
prescri bed at astoundi ng rates and pai n management cl i ni cs are turni ng i nto a hotbed 
for black market painkillers. When these drugs are prescri bed to Medicaid patients, it is 
the American people who pay the price for over-prescription, abuse, and fraud. 

After an extensive review of prescribing habits of the serial prescri bers of pai n 
and mental health drugs in Wyoming, I have concerns about the oversight and 
enforcement of M edicaid abuse i n your state. While I am sensitive to the concerns of 
misinterpretation of the data you provided, the numbers themselves are quite shocking. 

For example, one medical provider wrote more than 250 prescriptions more than 
the second highest prescri ber for Abilify in calendar year 2008 and 2009. The total cost 
to Medicaid of this prescri ber 's 2009 prescriptions for Abilify was $297, 236.08, which 
was al most twice as much as the second most prescri ber. Perhaps, there is a reasonable 
explanation for such an outlier. 



It is my intention to ensure that each of the states is adequately monitoring, 
investigating, and stoppingfraud and over- prescription of these types of drugs. 
Therefore, pi ease provi de answers to the f ol I owi ng questi ons: 



L What action, if any, has your agency taken with respect to the prescribers 
identified to the Committee? 

2. I f there has been no action taken with respect to these prescri bers, please 
explain why not. 

3. Please identify which of the providers identified to the Committee remain 
eligibleto bill the Medicaid Program. 

4. Please provide the 2010 and 2011 numbers for the top prescri bers of these 
same drugs. 

5. H as each of these prescri bers been cross-checked for compl ai nts or 
misconduct with the state medical board or the National Practitioner Data 
Bank? If not, do you plan to do so? 

6. H ave any of the prescri bers identified to this Committee been referred to 
your state medical board? 

7. Is there any system set up in your state to identify and monitor excessive 
prescription writing? If not, why not? 

8. Have you received any training or guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Studies to help identify potential issues with prescription 
drugs? 

9. Does your state mai ntai n a database of al I prescri bed control I ed-substances? 
I f so, what entiti es have access to it? 

10. Does your state have any poi nt-of-sale restrictions related to maxi mum units, 
prior authorization, therapeutic duplication, or early refill? If not, why not? 

11 Were any of these top ten prescri bers identified in the federal -mandated 
Drug Uti lization Review or CM S-base retrospective reviews? 

12. Does your state have any programs i n pi ace to educate providers about the 
prescription of antipsychotics to children and adolescents? 



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention in this matter. When 
responding to this letter, please number your answers in accordance with my questions. 
I would appreciate a response by February B, 2012. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact E ri ka Smith of my staff at (202) 224-5225. 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on thej udiciary 




